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This book gets off its mark very smartly and throughout is
notable for a oertain sliokness a movement that is

andante at its slowest and allegrO oon brio at its
speediest. -

I found the oontrast rather obvious between the Franoie
of F. on the Run and the Fr. of this book. That
faery quality whioh he had in the former book is missing
and given entirely to Pegeen. Franoie takes his plave
among his real people - his family and sohool companions ­
~nd that is perhaps all right, like some Ulysses who
has the mo at fan tastio a.dventures abroad and sheds the
oloak of fantasy on his own doorstep. Indeed, I feel
that the author is t some pains to underline this new
Frarloie. In making him contrast with Liam the lover of
little things, she seems to me to ohange him somewhat for
the worse, compared with the other book.

I should have preferred that the anima.l lover - the little
Saint - should have been, called Kevin, who was the Irish
saint Franois. I am sure that the author knows that
Kevin Franois is a ~ery .favoured ooupling 0 f names in
Ireland now. She Jillwill know the Legend of
Glendalough, I am sure. It is most beautifully told
in the lovely ba.lla.dof Dora Sigerson. You can obtain
a oopy of a.o~])leotion of her excell ent ballads - rema.inder~d ­
at Hanna's, Naasau street, for 3d. .I.agree with Douglas
Hyde's opinion that she is the best writer of balla.ds for
generations. (Becoming more practioal, I'll get ye a
copy and enclose it with this.)

I found the misohief-ma.king of Pegeen very plausible: so
much so that I have - with a oertain reluotanoe, as who should
confess to being more of a simpleton that his publio pretensio~
would allow - to confess that I often f~lt that she was

going to do what she didn't oughter and was somewhat iPsitat this foreknowledge and had a fear for Pegeen. Th s s
as muoh as ~aying that Pegeen was alive to me.

The ohildlike love element - what a crude phra.se was
most happily handled. My fears proved needless, I am very



pleased to a.dmit.§
11II QO Cf-t~ 0 Q)

~ s:l § .j..:t~~ • My total impression from the two books is th~,t the author
Q) ~ 0 ~.j..:t QO~ could, if she wanted to, write the most excellent books

s:lbD Q) Cf-t~r-l of this kind of a real sort. I mean that she could use
o ~ g ~ 0 ~ ••the real throughout and succeed brillia.ntly. I a.mnot denying
~ J.4.j..:t 0. ~ 1;' ~ ~ her success with eel tio stories and characters twice alive -
r:c. s:l bD..-4 ~ C\J a.li ve in the dream-world and in the real warld a.t one and the
s:l cO 0 ~ cO ~ r-l" same t!me. But I'd very muohIi ke to read a book of hers

..-4 ~ ~ to g. ~ ~ which relied solely upon the rea.l world of children and the
~ I"z4 0..-4 bO J.4 large-Ii ttle world of home. I do think she could achieve
..q~s:ls:l0'\s:l.j..:t~ a book that would be universal in its truth, as e~arl1;e
.p to..-4 'g r-~ ~~ Chaplin's silent II comedy is with its tears in the heart of

••• Q) .j..:t cO • ..-4 +> it. I mean suoh a book as should have ohildren /for I ,

~; ~ to o.~ s:l p. charaoters and have that amazing quality of The Wind in 'th~.,
~ ~~:a§ CD 'M •• Willows,,' , '".I •+'Q)q.p Q)Q)Q)

,0 Q) Q) ~~~ I hope. it is not presumptuous - or thought to
~~~:l:10 Cf-t a Cf-t 'r c omrn.en,dthe a~hor.:;;. ~td som -o-f-t. st

~ to r-l Q) 0 J.4 Q) I do not know of any orYfJi as a rea.
8:~~ 0 ~ ; r:c. ~ perfectly as' 'The' Lurtlbe» omt. '"' In a.ll

~r-Cf-tE s~ CIJ_writeabout--your wife's b I' ssume t
r-l 0 en J.4 are on-,th-e B"81De-]:-eveJ:

. ~ • ~~ ~ 'g ~ ~ of fio·ti on I have 'r·ead.'~~.
Q) 0.'0 J.4..-4 O.j..:t mf for eatnesS" to 'rIhe.·
r-l s:l ~ •..~ ~ .0 <> Wondetan, e' lz8xdo
Q) 0 Q) Q) J.4 J.4 'd one or ~wo {j e s or s
~ Q) ~:=:.0 .p ~ ~ bwn"b"b'YOOod","mid with le's

Q).j..:tCf-t'dH~.. ."""

to bD 0 Q) 0" of t'he III:Ip and Pinoco 0"§~;~~ Cf-t notion tnat Tolstol'..s War Peace, Th
..-4 ' en ..• cO • Q) '~Tlie~' serted Village.. e 8 ep 08,.pSI:: J-oS.!l4..qto -' .'
cO 0 ..-4Q) q .p ~ the Ai'tlst . .., or any ot, e e e allyt~~ J.4:a ~.o masterpieoes oI'the world'~s literature
to ~ s:I ~ H.p ••..•bll great and the others I have mentioned - addressed to children,

~Cf-t 2.8 tOH Q)~ for the most part - are of a different spec6:1esof books.
:=: 0 ~ CD cO ••• ~.p All this is to say that I treat Hilda van Stockum's books

~ o ...~.p ~ with the same respect as those of the great writers mentioned,
1l..q;s ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ and hope she will achieve grea.tness in the sphere she •• Ii
£c-< 8 0 cd 0. jl: p,'d has by mind ahd heart ohosen for herself.

(I note th~·t although the book Pegeen is published in 1942
we still have Irish Free state. This dates the books
unnecessarily, I think. But to call this oountry 'Eire' when
wri ting in English is ba.rbario - or diplomatio, if you prefer
to put it so.)


