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Val Morin,Dec, o 1947,

Dear John,the Christmas rush is over st last and I can write you an
account of it, First I must thank you and Mairsile with all my heart

for te gorgeous parcel of wool jou sent me, It came at the right time to
and warwed my heart as well as providing future warmtn for others!

Out Christmas really be.an with the Wednesday luncheon for Fathe: Little
dale., He is now stationed at st Anthony's parish,not far from ours,and °
rather overwpked, thoughn he gets no pay,only his keep, Pat and I went to
hear nis sermon on the Sunday before Christmas and it was beautiful, He
speaks with utter simplicity and complele conviction, His topic was hope.
t. most neglected virtue,he sid ,and especially necessary in our wmodern wg
where despair is tne keynole uf so wany lives, He stressed the fact that
our hope must spring from a realisation of God's immense mercy,not from
any illusion of personal goodness, _

Ve ,Phonsine,rat and I had been worcsying about nis finances,so we got
together and managed to give him a check wof fifty dollars,not bad.Bven
Brigid contributed a dollar,and urs Edwards gave ten!(Did I tell you that
she 'is under instruction?)pPat had made a cake in the form of a Christmas
tre¢’,with little birihday candles on it,and icing-snow,We had it 1it
... when we came in to our luncheon, I'd made it a complete Christmas din-

‘“'ner,turkey,plum?udding(Burning,with holley 'in it)etc.we sang carols too,

alf'ter dinner. I 4 had the big tree ready the day before and we 1lit the
cghdles and sagilicarols (fatuer bLittledle admired brigids voicemwhich
has improved since she warried and has & deeper note)

Father Littledale was deeply moved at cur gift, I'd also knitted him soi
skisocks and Peggy had bought him a cigarette set,with lignter and holder
as well as cigarettes,and 1 think that was what touched him wmost. Peguy
was beaming, Fatoer Littledale is her favorite of all the priests that,
come to our house,]l had expected Father Vinny for that lunch,but he
did - not turn up £ill the day later.,.which was just as well ,as it turned
out,but I811 tell you about that further on.

First I want to tell you about mrs Edwards and how I almost spoilt eve
rything for her with my stupidity.l think % told you about hner bringing
dr. Edwards to our last luncheon? 1 don't know whetner you gathered that
I ias & vit put out Ly it.,.I'd counted on a luncheon with Jjust the
Swome:n in order to discus:s Fatier Littledale's party an d,not being entire
ly free myself of racial prejudice ,having dr, Edwards is always a strain
I know it shouldn't be,but there it is.The trouble with trying to do good
is that you find such a lot of pleasure in it that it is hard not to fory
get the good you intended by getling interested in the pleasure. The
fgct that mrs Edwards dared bring her husband in tnat fashion was & won-
derful gift,if I'd had the grace to seec it ;and I did feel it dimly,but
my wain emotion was disappointment,0f course I tried not to show it,and
Phonsine and Pat were wonderful,they carried the day and made dr, Edwards
very happy. But if I had not been so blind I.d nave realised that I shoul
telephorie to Disne afterwards to tell ner how much wwe had enjoyed her
husband, I omitted this,and later,when 1 phoned her about Father Little-
dale's present,she asked me eagerly how I'd enjoyed her husband,and whetr
er 1 understood her bringing him., I said yes,I had understood,"He must
have been so bored..." I began,meaning to say"After his accident,staying
home all the time,he needed a 1lift.."but unfortunately Diane cut me
shoert,thinking I meant that 1 thought he'd been bored at the party,and
Jumping at thne conclusion that I hadn t liired him., And of course it is
very hard to gwet a thing like that stTaigitened out over the phone., The
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she asked me could she bring uner niece,the watr on of a southamericen hospi-
tal,to the next luncheon,I'm afraid I unoubnt aloud tiien,and suid :"Goodness,
I hope t..ere is room,..Johnny will te nome,and I'm expect1n6 “ather Vinny.,.."
but of course 1 corrected myself and sald"Do ‘bringe her,by all means,it will
work out somehow,"But the harm was done, On the morning of t..e luncheon Di-
ene pnoned me with her old,reserved voice &nd said she dian't think she and
ier husbands niece could make it,tne niece had an appointment at a hospital
etc, I realised what 1 had done then and 1 maneged to convey to her how much
1 wanted ner a nd her niece;so tuey came, The niece was & little negress
with wgrey hair and « sweet,motherly face, “he enjowed t..e luncheon a ;ot,
I'd put her ueside rather J-‘1t.L]Ledaf.lLe ,and at the end of it * notlced her eyes,
veautifulluminous grey eys.l'm sorry I did not speak .o her more,I'm surefshe
is « wonderful womak,This time I phoned Diane right away to tell her how wmuch
we liked the niece,and 1 think everything is allrig bt again now,but it shows
Jou how unselfish you have to uwe if you want to help peoplelSouls are Liie most
sensitive things in uhe whole wide worild.

Johnny was at that luncheon ,and ~ wue proud of nim,He was modest,polite
and joined only in the conversation when ne had something intelligent to say.
It is really a great joy when our children emerge frowm tieir crudities!
Father Vinny arrived tine next day. I don t know whether I told you about him
He was one of my few triends &t my worst timehbftoeeamddadifér the loss of my
seventh baby, [he children were all roaring around me then,0lga was thirteen
when he came into our lives and Lizzie thnree,For two years he was & constant
visitor at our house, He had just been ordained and wus working for his dé-
gree at the seminary in kontreal, He was very young then,twenty two,and very
lonely. I think he fell in love with t..e whole family.He wanted me to adopt
him as a son,] said 1 would,but at the time I thought it was Jjust a joke, He
made us promise to say a hail mary for him every day.He promided to pray for
us at his wmass every day.at the time I felt he was a little sentimental,too
much so for a priest, * worried about it, 1 used to tell him tiiat he had a
"sticky heart" and to try anfl,get over it, To my amusement he has retained
that expression,thi nking it is current in English,and speaks of a sticky
heart when he means ap afiectionate person,He left in '50,a year before ve
went ti Ireland,and I ve prayed for him ever since, As it happens,when you
pray for people,the rélationship deepens, (this is unfailingly true, I've
noticed it recently with lady Flemming,the lady 1 met at Margot s two years
ago. I.ve never seen her since,but I've prayed for her every day,and to my
astonishment she sent me u most affectionate christmas cerd!)

Father Vinny must have made an ideal family of us during those years.
Unluckily,when ke arrived at the Montreal airport he phoned tae house and got
Johnny. I wuas out sunopping. 4f he'd got Peggie it would have been allright,
but Johnny woke out of his sleep(he slept all day thise first days,he was so
overworked)and was v ry cool., So father Vinny didn't come straight to us but
went to tiile seminary. Only when he got me ob the phone and found that he was
expected and welcome,did he arrive, ,

It was a funny thing,he'd never kissed me,but when he saw me he flung
his arms around me and almost cracked my ribs. Pegwgy died laughing at him,
Then e went and touched tue walls and furniture and cried Jjoyously "It is
real,it is reall"

He hadn't thanged at all in those ten years,and it was funny to see all his
old little mannerisms which I'd forgotten,But he is now the respected head of
a school of fivenundred boys and it has given him & certain semse of impor-
tance which he used not to have. Apparently it struck him as strange that I
said "Don't be silly" to him several times,and I think he has ;.cked the nor-
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It was a1l fine to start with, Hé told us what hau hapgenpd to hiwm ar
we told what nad happened to us,Buti I think he preferred telling what
happened to him, He also still bris led with tneories and liked to ex-
pound trew and 1 couldn‘t help seei 5 that they were exactly the same
theories he'd had ten: yeaxs ago.,

I think thirtytwo is not the best age. You have lost the first flust
enthusiasm and have not yet the softness of understanding. ‘

I wanted to give him & good time and have him meet my friends, So I pr
Father Littledale if hie could come to luncheon on baturday Father Lit-
tledale said he could. e was sgeaklng at DFfArcy mc. Gee highschool in
the morning,at tne last of a series of lectures oy imagination in re}i-
gion,I said "OH,I w1sh I coud hear youl"l mentloneg Yow pleased Father
Vinny woud ve if ne c@ Id attend such & lecture and 1gtiner J-'1’c.#.‘]_ecial%ey
said he thought be coyld:sneak us lN.h t starced &§ nine. thirty 1 ,‘%»

ne and t for the lunc
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of a time meLulus him out/,off bed.l enjoye % % Host 1t was like
getting communion all Dy mgseli “ith(Qart © ?191% i i

having & son & priest.It WAS heving & son & p ‘\ e | ‘

The lecture turned put to ve a discussion ganel witn prlésts and nu
and lay people siltting Aoundxa table ,We were told tnat wesgould enter ti
discussion if we wished;* It sturued with a lay teach.r r601t1ng some
poetry bg Auden and T, S. ehlllgt *hen a famous. Dominican, called Fatra v
“almon,cpened tne discussion on imaginatisa truth and llteral truth,
They seemed to find it hard Lo 'dcfine the difference and * could not
nelp Jjoining in and saying tn.t\tne difference was best illustrated wi
fairytales and factual stories iar children, That nothing was mbere false
than the portrait of life given in these factual tales,full of perfect
parents and sweet children wlthouﬁ mention of death, dlsease or sin,
"Chidren have to go to the rairytales if tiey want to lesrn the truth
about life,if they want to hear of birth and death,marriage,love and
hate,” I said, This was extremely well received,which encouraged a lot
of nuns to start speaking. They'd baén silent before,

Father Littledale s speech was very) good,but no one took it up,which
annoyed me, He spoke of tae necessity tq see¢ the imaginative truth

in the scriptures 1nstead of literal ‘truth;and the foolishness of being
scandalised when some, iliteral fact seemed to contradict a minor
statement in the bible.

"The apostles were inspired to tell us the truth of ti.e redemption
and tine nature of Christ,tiiey were intent on that message and sought
ways of bringing it to us.The literal truth of each minor detail did
not interest them,as little &s it would interest us if re telling
about the exploits of a great friend,We would not worry absit the jug™
which he washed himself were grey or red, If we could not remember and
the colour of the Jjug entered into the stoey,we'd invent it,."He said t
too many people held to the truth,to revealed truth,as & kindl of magic
mula,capable of saving if just repeated.On the contrary,truth is a 1liv
thing which we must make our own and use to shape our lives, It is
creative and shines in hundred different ways according to the circum-
stances, He gave instances of the wrong use of truith when & boy with
an asdolescent problem comes to the priest and merely is told this oF
that is wrong,is forbidden, The boy departs more crushed than b@fOre;
The right thing is to enter into tie boy's difficulty end find ?ith
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him the way to bring Christ's wosts alive in nds life," Father Salmon led
the discussion away from #fatner Litledales thene,but I noticed various
schoolteaches brought it back:;one said that a pupil of his had asked him
"Sir,do we have to believe this," about some statement or other. "Is that
what we are doing to our children?" he asked "Bringing them up to swallow
- capsuéd truth instead of letting them think for themselvesp"

I felt these quesiions were very important but tnere wasn t much response,
Rather Vinny then entered the discuscion in his naive english., He wade an
endearing little spech on the necessity of making your pupils love you if
yoeu wanted them to learn from you, This wes misunderstood by tiie more ‘
sophisticated audience who scoffed at him and said that if 811 you had to
teach was love you might as well close your schools.(I disagreed there,if
you could teach love, schools on it should be operncd everywhere)A miss Watson
Jumped to ¥ather Vlnny s defense very nicely, She was a Jjolly looking girl
in her twentys with a lot of good sense in her face, I made rather a fool
of myself defending him too,and trying to explain what he meant with love,

It was brushed aside us 1rrelevant

Later Sister kiriam of the Temple came up to, me and said she had enjoyed
my remark about fairytales,and remembered mé@%gggrme with Mother st. George,
She is a very intelligent nun,and I heard her say afterwards to Father Little.
dale that I'd be a yood one to have on their discussions for married women,
as 1_ d done what they were ail trying to do,bringing up children with en-
qulrlng minds and independent,creative actlon I asked her how uhe could
poscibly know that ans she smiled and said that one visit &t our-house had
been enough,she had seen what was theire to see,l was naturally very flatter-~
and it came &s a balm after my previous humiliation,

I was afraid that Father Vinny and 1 had embarrassed iather *ittledale,
who had sponsored us,with our talk on love. At least father Yinny was a prie.$4
but who was 1 to talk to & lﬂft of holy nuns and priests on thelr chief
subject?

Miss Watson also stopped to talk to me,She had met me at the Campion
Bookstore before and she talked so strongly on education,and how much her
protestant school in England hed taught' her and done for her that Cathélic
schools don t seem to do,that I ssked her to the lunch also, She was very
astonished but accepted 1mmed1ately. She was delighted to hear tat father
Littledale was coming too.

Tne lunch was a success,Lizzy was at it and behaved as well as Johnny.
She made two intelligent remarks,very to the point,and kept quiet for thw
rest of tie t.me, Phonsine had met miss Watson at other lectures and was
doligiited to meet her.So was Pat, kiss Watson turned out to be most interestin
She had entered the 8acred Heart convent but after taking Ler first vows
she was sent home., They told her she nsd .0 vecation, “iave khen she has
vbeen reelins wnsatis.s.a~d and looking foe a vocation. She works at the Bell
telephone co.Sne noticed the good behaviomsof my children and remarked on it

as such a contrast to the usual American child.

After luhchFfather Vinny met Pats children and Phonsines Michael, He is
very good with children an immediately made last friemds with Michael, ; think
he felt disappointed in mine,they had grown so, He made a fuss ofl Lixzy,who
was very glad with another brother,and he made friends with Johnny over

philosophy.Johnny arrived in & very nervous state,fidgety and biting his
nails, I was happy to see that after some days sleep thise symptoms
vanished, He'd had & series of difficult examns.He goes along with seventeen
year olds and that is not quite fair to him,for his teachers unconsciously
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expect & maturity in him he could not yet have.In his reports several teachers
are guite nasty and speak of his rudeness.l am sure he is tactless,but aw
another teacher remarked in his cciense,he is not intentionally rude, I have
warbned Johnny ageinst hurting peoples pride,he is too apt to despide others
‘mentalit.es and ue takes it upon himself to correct his teachers.,I've told
him tat is entirely out of piace, I think he listened to me, He listened
before,when he had got into trouble with his housemaster and weg critisizing
him, I said"You must row witii the oars you've got or et nowhere," he saw
the point and there; s been no trouble since, I know hepll go back now and
behave more modeatly. The headmasiter likes him and has defended him,saying
it was unfair to say thatl he was content to be mediocre since he carried a
heavy schedule and acquitted himselfl .ell,Johnny is already looking towards
Harvard. He is writing an essay,a rather clever essay,baseéd on his own ex-
perience last summer:e characterstudy of an engineer he met there,..,very
amusing, It had to be shortened and he wanted advice,which he took very
intelligently and meekly. * do noy think he is conceited,

Father Vinny was in on tnese discussions and one evening Johnny enlarged
on his tneory based on Greek ghilosophers of male and female virtues,He waxed
very eloquentand described the male &as outgoing,adventurous etc, "Tihe male
is a vagran.,but the female must not ve, ©® female vagrant is immoral,like a
streetwalker," -orated Johnny, “ather Vinny was so amused at this,he kept re-
peating it to everybody .From then on Johnny had a place in his heart
Randal's return was not so successful., ¥irst of all nhe is twice Fatner 'inny's
size(and still growing)which is awkward.Tnen he is a species .of clown,He
cracks incessant jokes(Il think it is partly because of a ense of inferiority
and ambarrasment at taking up so much space,and partly real humor, )Father
Vinny's sense of humor is limited, When he does see a joke he laughs at it
uproariously and repeats it many times sout he has a disconcerting habit of
suduenly taking a lignht remark w1tn deadly gravity brooding over it and makéng
it worse and worse.,nandal had been “ather Vinny,§ special pal in the old
days, “atner Vlnny taught him to serve mass,.He a¥so came with & n essay he
has to write on %qulnas and father inny wanted to help him,but “*andal kept
making Jjokes and  not accepting the Help. In the evening we went to Brigid
and Benay.Randal made & hilarious thing of the bus journey with cracks at-
Spike's driving which emused even Sgike (Splke and he get on excelently des-
pite Spikes disapointment Gt Randal's lack of genius,)It would go like this.
Spike back: u@ in the dark}and ~andal was to warn him if he was allright,

"Fine,fine," said ftandal, "So right ahead no, that was only the neighbor's
little boy,don t worrsy, he "W'8 nuisance anyway ,we won 't miss him.Yes,go
on,that ashcan"was only in the way,it's better flat,"ets,

Brlgid and Pather Vinny had a happy reunion,but Brigid is so absorbed in the
coming event,and her little house,and the crlb she made (beautifully,wiih
coloxed pager and plasticine)and the cookies and cakes she had baked for
us Hie1f ,and the lovely egunog and applepunch,that she didn't give Fath er
Vinny the attention he expected, Then,Randel in his hilarious mood infected
Johnny,Allan and Benjy,so that it was entirely the wréng moment for *ather
Vinny to start on his theories about love,and an explanation of how he treats
the boys in his school, Benjy and Allan went to a tough protestant boarding
school in Dublin with a homosexual headmaster and tney scoffed at Father
Vinny's belief in the goodness of boys,which hurt Father Vinny deeply,

He was heard to mutt er afterwards in a brooding way"They think that if you
trust a.boy he won't respond.”

L

He was still brooding about this the next morning.,He was to say mass at
ten at our church,and Lizzy tréed to get him there in time and even went so
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far as to say it was selfish to keep people waiting,which annoyed father Vi
so he went to walk on the other side of t.e street,We waited for him after
e until I found out that he had gone to have bruakfagt with the priests
w1thout telling us.,

From tiien on relations became stralned It was obv1ous that Father Vinny
found it bard to find the old femily back in the new,In the old days I8d
been absorbed in the children and in my mother,who was 111, There had been
little entertain ment and Father Vinny was the only regular visitor,He
wuzs revered by us all and the children ielt that every wordhg said was true
Now they're grownup and used to priests and we have: mgry friends. I
had to ask people as it was Christmestime and natuﬁally they wanted to
tell me how they liked me ‘for the same reason., There were gifts exchanged
and wany people kissed me,I can see that Father Vinny must have felt one
of a crowd, l R N

He d cided to take us ocut to lunch,at Eaton' b,of &11 places(Montreal'
Bargest departmentstore,) He was very proud of this idea,I had been debatin
whether I could squeeze’ out of it;it was Christmaseve and 1 had a million
things to do,but his childish delight in having thouﬁht of thlk TREAT for
us madc it 1mposglb1e.

We cawe at one thirty,towards the end of the lunchperiod. Owerworked wait
tresses were rushing around with flushed,harried faces, We found a table
and sat down,Father Vinny betueen the two boys,Liz.y and I facing them,
There was trouble about choosing a n entree as it was a fast day and fathe:
Vinny doesn t like fish, He was annoyed that it .cs & fastday because it
isn't a fastday at San Salvador, But he muttered virtuously tjat he had to
stick to the rules of the place he .as in.He takes his food seriously,ard
so does R «ndal, The unfortunate waitiress was waiting,so Johnny grabbed
the menu and started to order things,., Father Vinny looked up and pointed
at me,which the waittress interpreted as a rebuke,so she snatched tie melMu
out of Johnny s hands and gave it to me, sayingjocularly"That's right,ladie
first," This was interpreted by Father ‘inny as & rebuke of Johnny,which
he resented.He sat glowering and simmering for a while,his eyes dark and
smouldering.Then he addressed the wittress severely,saying:

"You most not minfl him,he is onlya child."

The waitiress had no idea what he was talki ng about, She wanted him
to order his liunch,but he sat speechless,looking more and more broo--.
ding,so she went to serve other customers., I iried to help Father Vinny
choose someting but he said he could not eat,he was too angry.

"she criticised Johnny." he said. "It was not right, She ghould not
criticise, It is not her place,”

" He was paying & lot for this 1un¢h and . had sacrificec much needed
time to come to do him a pleasure so + felt i must rescue the situation an
I suggested a hail Mary for the waittresses soul,hoping that wuulé solve:
things, We solemnly said the hailMary(meanwhile people at neighbouring

tables were watching us curiously)but it was not enough,

' "We will say another hail Mary that we may be merry ag&in." announced
Father Vinny sombrely,"This was done,and with a sigh Father Vinny applied
himself to the menue, Lizzie,dohnny and i had chosen shrimpsalad, Randal
had ordered an egb sandwich He d Jjust finished breakfast and wusn._t
hungry. It took “ather Vinny a’long time but at last he chose fried Scallc
with a regretful ‘look at the nice roast beef entree,The waittressl,who
looked &but ready for & kBervous breakdown,served us butter, Fhe skiyped
Randal, Father Vinny took this as a personal afiront, He gave andal his
own butter and beckoned the waittress,

"WWhy did you not serve me?" he asked severely,indicating his empty pla
"] did 8 erve you,sir," she d elended herself hotly. "It was him I didr"
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serve," &nd she indicated Randal. "He qrdered & sendwich and we don't serve
butter with sandwiches,” ST

"I will pay for it," caid Father Vinny loftily, "Get the butter,”

Now there was a male chorus of vituperation of the unfortunate girl.soth

my sons felt «ffronted and sided withi*ather Vinny. Tuey criticised her
serving, "She takes away the plates on/ the wrong side," said Handal b 0
Lizzy defended her, "I've read Emily Post and you can take away on either 7
side." she said, It was female against male,The waitiress had got so nervous
of Father Vinny that she hand:d him tme!m@nu For the next course at arms-
length and scarcely dared saddress him,Fdther Vinny noticed something. Bis
eyes widened,."Perhaps we hurt her ieelinbs ™ he'.said,as 1£ he had discévered
America,

"You bet your life we did " I told hlm.Father Vinny's goodnature struggled
with his anger,"We must explain,™ lie ssid, Whén the weittiress came again
they had it out., Father Vinny acknowledged that he had been angry and the
walttress explained that she had not meant to be rude.Forgiveneqs lay heavy
in the air. Trying to change the subject I ‘asked efter her christmas,but the
waittresses feelings had to be relieved, She told us she was so tired that
she was spending it in bed. She could slieep for a wesk.They'd ‘Laken waittress'
off the beat to serve in the store.It wss inhuman, She'd had more than she
could bear, Lizzy and 1 gave her what sympathy ﬂﬁé we could,faced with &
wall of disapproving males ,who realised that' the tirade nad been part;y direc-
ted against them and who' se forgiveness did hot yet stretch that far,

"A horrible woman" was the concensud of" telr opinions.Bizzy and:I said she
«as only tired,thatl wus all, Father Vinny aired his theories on what wait8
tresses,ideal waittrebtes,uhould be like,Thé . lunch endgd on a subdued note,
After thaet everyone wanted to do Christmas shOpplng. ‘T said I'd meet ¥Father
Vinny and Lizzy at the bookd\partment fhe boys were off on their own,

Lizzy duly arcyed but told me she hadn't succeeded in 5etting sather Vinny
to ¢ome."I told him you were Waiting,but he said"Don't rush me.” she explained
Then she told me that she had tried to dissuadef him from buylné a corkscrew
because she knew Spike had bought one for him, but he dldn t take the hint,
Then she had told him not to buy a box of chocolates for évezyone,as some of
us didn t like chocolates, She had advised Him to buy a present for Sheils,
knowing that Sheile had Jent one for him, but he said he wasm.t going to buy
a pres ent for someone who wasn_ t there , We waited: for hlmg?or a while but
then I really had to go home,so °I told “izzy to Wult ﬁor ‘him’ end went off,

- When ¢ arrived home the first words that ﬁreeted me were. Peggy*s "ThatFather

Vinny is a terrible man." "What's the matter?" I asked, :

"He invited ke a friend from the seminary to lunch here and never told
us,." said Begéy(4§? nhoned here to say he®d/ ‘got penmlsvlon to come and then
he found you were all out.He was tercibly dlsappolnhed for he does not often
get leave and now he cin t get any for ages and PAg/¢#sit was all wasted."

I was really upset &bout that. Father Vinny had wmentioned the man but
seid nothing about lunch.,He was a lonely fellow from Columbia,terribly home
&1ck We waited in vain for Fatoer vinny to turn up. Finally Liz turned up,
Sje'd WALKED home ,having no busticket and father Vinny never came fo W, fooldlops

Finally Father Vinny arrives with the seminarian,a very interesting man
of thirtyeight,who has sterted to become a priest after working with Jjuvenile
delinquenis and earning a living writing copy for medicgl journals,

I invited him up here for this weekend but he bever arrived.;

p He was only able to stay a few minutes is 1eawé expired.

N What struck me was the way he asked %or Father " Vinny's 'blescing and
kis ed his handpafier the way he_d been stood up.

"] said to father Vinny:"Really,you have NO sense of time,"
"No," said Father Vinny complacently."I on purpose don't crry a watch
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n1 don't believe in being & slave to time."

. oued an eVERINg we' spent witn Pat's kids.We did a
}gi Zﬁ?‘é‘i‘é"“;ﬁﬁy Iel;g)g?xed the ‘story Dy Boying thet ome doy spStuart Graham
vo% out of bed &nd someons bit his toe, i was father Yinny hiding under
%he bed pecouse he was afraid of th@'biéuu@;“siggles and protgst? grom
[atuer Vinny:"No,no 1 wesn'ti” Itgwgg.ﬁasy to go on froE t?gxg dgventure
give Father Vinny the‘viéarious experience of the most stocxlng a
whi \ £ very well. ATy _ ‘ : ' o
gﬁlige\vz:ﬁeg h&nd.ie aid not t&ke 1o ‘al}.' my f.riends.lv:ﬂ’s Lescure.he dia n¢
lixe at all. unfortunetely I had asked the Lescures for our Cnrlstmaf g
dinner.Or ratier,mrs Lescure had invited Qerseiﬁ,gay?ngwthat she missé
her home and could she please visit us;her husband dxdnzt 1ike to &o
any.here else.Father yinny said she gave him & stomach ache becauseé '
she was slways complaining.We had the Beausangs one evening(I'v8 eent yo
some snaps fandal took of that evening. HE is press Photographer now end
‘sellshis pictures to other papers)and played charades.
On Christmas eve Father Yinny went to the shminary'to gay bhis three
masces while we went to our own church for midnight mass.ihe next
morning,father Colford,of our chiarch,woke me &t eight to gsk if Father
Vinny could say tne ten!I told him 4 wasn8t going to weke “ather Vinny
amd that he'd probably said'his,masses;Christmasmorning was a hurriwd
time ,as 1 had to prepare for the Lescures,and the boys got rather in
my way,so 1 said ircgtably..."Men..len..1 hate men!t" ' .
"o you don't ," shouted Randal. "You love them. You even flirt wig,
priests." S , o
gnfortunately Father Vinny heard him and chose to take this remark
seriously. He began brooding. ‘

nyour mother doesn't flirt." he told Randal, :

"Oh,doesn't she,” said Randel,laughing hedrtily.Unfortunately,as
always happens,circumstances confirmed Randals remark. Brigid and
Benj.y phoned that hey were bringing father Duclos,as he hed nothing el
to do for Christuss,and the first ‘thing Yather Duclos does as he
comes into the house is to give me & hearty kiss and say "Marry Christi

xﬁhsseaiégcgslgaése%et%%osa}%gb}%sﬁs?m&t%%rsLég%ign?isappmﬂ-
Th"auddoEER e kTS - AErdE  BRE e biBERE o fupny, (JugidenteddysRRls

t,I had quite understood how he meant it?@nd in his sense it was per-
fectly allright,but father Vinny looked it up in the dictionary,and
that was fatal, All the same I told Randel thet it might be better to.
keep private jokes private,) '

Neanwhile I“had one .of the nicest Cnristmasses I've ever had .First
the dipner with rie Lescures was lovelw. Mr. Lescure asked Father Vin
about doctrine end Father Vinny is never. so happy as when he can
talk about reigious truths.("You'see,people ARE interested in spi~
ritual questionsbéf%ld me afterwards) .

wWhen the Lescures left gpike rubbed his hands and said"Now lets get
ready for the next batch.” the next batch was the Okleys with
alan,Teddy and &insey and fgther Dyclos.Ithhe middle of the evening
Jan hylerd Wendlend walks in,Hilda s son{Peter's brother) '
The giftgiving wes lovely. All the-presents were heaped under the
tree ., Peggy at first wouldn't come on account of ratier Diuclos,who
meds hat shv.but 1 persuaded her and she wore my gift,a new dress

i
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She was tne stur of that part of tne evening, She wust have spent three

weeks wages on us, Luckily the Qakleys and Alan anticipated that and managed
te give her twenty dollars(she had been doing taeir wash all winter)

Brigid had been ingenious, Not having much wmoney she§d mads« delightiul

gifts with little. She'd made *izzy a lovely box with a picture of herself
writing on it and calling it "BElisabeth tne Author" It was full of tie

things you're always out of,staples,drawingpins,glue,pens,pencils,a stapler
etc, Lizzy was delignted, For me she'd dressed brushes and retouching varnish
up as a doll,very amusing.But her prize present was to Johnny. She gave haém
large shectis of different color paper with all sorts of figures and letters
drawn and cut out of paper,so that Johnny can make his own posters at school,
Pegey had baught us magnificent presents:a carving set for Spike of real
sheffield steel,and for me two slips AND a blouse.

"But that's TWQ presents," 1 cried. . _ 7
"As long as its Mammy I éon't care." said Pegyy doggedly.Randal was sweef

when he got her present to him he went up and kissed her, I don't knqw-wha@

. o ,:%’:
Father Vinny thought ot it,but P eggy was deeply touched, Sheila had over-.
whelmed us with presents. Tuney had kept on arriving‘for thg pastﬁtwo months 1:
end they were very thoughtful presents.lLizzy got‘a diary with a Qictpgebggii g
drew of her Akademy in it.Jobhnny got a looseleaf d}ary‘hi Sa{° 1§esg ot
'in the world. Brigid and Benjy got a bedlamp.Pegey go§ & lovely ¢ s .
And she sent Fatner Vinny a present too. It crushed him.
He really nad a oad time of it,for be'd only given Liz mitts and we and Spike
each a bottle of men's perfume, (He'd been embarrassed about it and C?&nged
the "iMen's perfume” into "Women with ink,on the bottle,so now I can t even
change it and it'san after shave cream i really can.t usel)He'd not thought
} of Peggy or of the boys even.And everyone had presents for him,It was,I admit
? hard on him,Father Duclos was very touched That I had presents for him and
- Teddyuand “ipsey»too.Randal and Johnny were very funny,every time I gavethek
3 gne of q{ kgltted sresents they went into paroxysms of joy and rockwd the
oow wnile they cried:"However did you THINK ot it,motk :
4  THANK you..." » y , 1o 1ergJUST what 1 wanted,
After Su~ ":v’ . '-_‘ . . o , )
f§ beautiful Tﬁgerali ggz %;t.thv candles on Fne tree and s_ng carols., It was
N & fr y - d1d their best(Randal was not there,ne'd gone to visit
o rriend,se the mood got more serious)Johnny and Brieid . .
Johnny has d velo: . . y rigid sang two part songs
)» veloped a voice,but while he sings,and brines f . :
he pulls the most ridiculous faces. Fati > ings forth nice tones
Jan Eylarspl , - « father Duclos was in fits looking at him
splays both the guitar and the record ¢ e e
» (on the recorder)Spike was very funny sinei er. He and Johnny did duets,
@ﬁwx\zzghi@phasising tie ridiculous words, oo NE Some 0g~the.0a@psongs Jan had
bedeyon—the—~eello.I felt that it weos , R--ahd—ditduets
il was & harvest

nggeaﬁd”f;igid'was*brin“‘ it. But it hag taken, They coulg carry it themselve
el ;2 W::rgziil?bgot up early to &ccompanty 2§£ér
%he_?mpteenth time Irgiggggtover th? FLIRTING."Whj oy ondal s

§?ft}ng & litiis woiry decgdexplaln that nendsl hadn_ .t me t“%y thater por
“hiu let Spike do it g ek of Louldn't . nr Vanmy 1" roo

bring ¥ '
ng Father sinny to the airport

¥inny to his last



/0

moment,"Mother,” she said"It's much easier to be holy all by yourself than
to be so that otner people want to be with you,isn't ite"

And I must add that it is ea51er to pray for some people than to
live with tnem, Not that I shan't welcome father Vinny very gladly if he
decides to come back next year,which is a big IF.

Now we:re here,amid the snows of Val Morin,and I am slowly recuperating
from & mbst hectic season!

Lots of love from all of us.



