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By ANNE T. EATON
ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT.

By Ra.chel Field. Unpaged.
New York; The Macmilltm
Ovmpan-y. 50 cents.

ITis good t~ find as Christmas
draws near that Rachel

. Field. whose- "J"it;tle Book Qf

Da.ys." "An Alpbabet for
Boy-s and Girls:' "Taxis and
ToadstooL'l" and rn.e.ny oUter
boOks are perennial f!l-v()Irites

with young rea-det'S. has written
anoUler story for children.

"All Through the Night" tells
the Christmas story with
a lovely simplicity that
makes us feel woe are Sl;)e-

ing the happenings of tbat
first C h ri 8 t m Ii if night
through the eyes of the
gen.tle creatures who 'Ycre
there to greet the Child.
:Miss Field recalls the gra­
~ious tradition of the ani­
mals in the stable who.
finding speech at. mid­
night. were tbe first to
w-Qrsblp. Ste-p by stell we
fonow the story~veniIlg,
the crowded inn, the star
through th e stable roof
bright as purest silver:
the hush when the young
swallows and mice Well"C

safe from their enemie3, ~
>l'fQI" in that hour nothing •.
died"; the Child in the
straw-filled wooden man­
ger wben~all the animals
:>tood to view Him; the
band of sl1epherds who
came- to wo,rship before
the llta.r grewpa.Je.

Always we {'eel the ani·
mAls playing their put in
the story. The nlg;ht eam­
ing on when the birds o.i"ld

!bea-l;t.s and insects of the
stAble knew t hat the
w()rld was theirs 8.8 the
world of day could never
be. the c;Iarkness warm

ment" that see can draw con­
vincingly a natural. happy fam·
ily of p8rents and cJlildren, and
it is pleasant w 1ind again in thLs
little volume the Tucker family
of "A Pint of Judgment." In this
new story the children are deep·
ly inte-rested in a box 011 the top
shelf of their mother's closet.
marked Rabbit's Nest. In 'a lit­
eral mood Ellen,' Derek. Sally,
and even Lovey, the youngest
(the last murmuring "Levey
wants a haby hunny"), searcl1 the
house for young rabbiW,mans.gt'

.real one failed to keep Kersti out
of mischief.,

Perbaps. indee<l, Ule fact that
there were so many people to
look afte-r her mAde her feel
herself a person of importance
and encourage<l her sturdy ind~­
peli-dence and determina.tion to
have ber own way. K.eraU's
naugbtiness was appalling. but
:me had a way with her. Even
St. Nicllolas {in a dream whicb
blends happily with the events (}f
Kerati',S real lile) yielded finally
to her persuasions and gave pr~s-

this artist-author has drawn St,
NicnollUl on his great wblte horse,
as, followed by the pa.tient Pietel'­
bass., he rides the clouds or
mounts the snow-covered f{)of,
make this a picture-story book of
enduring charm and intere:Jt.

Christmas Stories
THE SHINING TREE AND

OTEIBR CHRUJTMAS
STORIES. 267pp. N6W York:
Alfred. A. Kr.opj. $2.
"The Shining Tree" contains

twelve Christmas stories n~vel'
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ful me! attractive addition to thp
Chriatmas bo<lkshclf.

Holiday Tales
STORIES TO READ ATCHR/ST·

MAS. By Elsie ~H'lyma3tcr. 231
pp. B08tcrn: Houghton Miflliu
Com-paflY. $2.

Fre511, unhackneyed. Chlistma.<;
stories for reading and telliing are
hard to find, 80' Mlss Singma5ter'a
book. containing seventeen sbort
storie3, all but one of whiCh have

appea.red in magll'.Zine3. ts very
welcome. With r~ad.ing
aloud in mind, either in
the horn'!? circle or in such

gatherings as Sunda.y
schools, or adult anQ
young people's clubs, til('
:author haa cut Ute storiefl
for this purpose and ar­
:ranged them In ~rder Re­

>cording to the time re·
quired for rewing aloud.
th.e first a.nd shortl!st con­
suming a.pproximately
eleven minutes. the last
and longe3t twenty - fjv~
minutes.

Many of the stones.
though not all, ~eaJ with
small town and c()untry
lite, II. few have a Pennsyl­
vanIa Dutch flavor. All
of them have a fine human
quality that warms tbe
beart, but the author has
too much humor and WI'

derstanding ever to be­
come sentimental. Though
the storle.s all deal with
modern times and people
qf tQd~y, there is consld·
erabl.e variety in plot and
setting-, Reader~ from lQ
on will enjoy these -stories
of children and adults who
find unexpected nlipp.iness
on ChIi:Jt:ma:l. Day, or bet­
t~r yet, discover that they
have the pOwer to brtn~
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be, the darkness warm
and alive With the familiar
scents of fur and feathers, and
grain and straw, doves cooing
sleepily and, as Mary and Joseph
arrive, bright ey(!~ beyond the
ring of light the lnnt.,m made,
furry ears and quivering nostrils.

The .sturdy little d(l~ who, tired
with barking at 80 ,many stran­
gers in the inn yard, slept in his
.comer by the oxen's stall, is an
endearing addition to tho usua.l
group of llJlimaIs, made by an au~
thar whQ Wlderstands and loves
dogs. When the cock crowed and
Mary and JOlleph made haste to
dep,art., the dog, stiff from his
long night vigil, rose and followed
them to the door. Pots were on
the fire; there were ~vory odors
in the air; there was A buried
bone, but the little dog did not
::le{lk it. "Wait," he barked, and
did not pause till he had caught
up with the man who led the plod·
ding donkey and his burden along
the dusty road. "Here I am," he
barked again, '1et me come wiUl
J(ou."

This little book is just the right
size to be 1l)V~ and cberished and
carri-ed about by small readers
The drawings of manger anq l;!~.
ble. of lambs and o"ell'l, and the
Holy ChIld, have the ~p1icity
and childlike quality of the text.

Before Christmas
TH~ RABBI'?B NEST. By Eliz­

abeth. Morrow. 43 pp. New
YQik: The Macmilk>ll Orrm­
pa:ny. 50 cC1lt~.
Mrs. Morrow has 8.lready dem.·

oilatrnted in "A Pint ·of Judg-

to pull. dOWnthe "Rabbit's Nest,f'
and are much surprised by its
contents.

There is humor and gayety and
a fine relationship between chit·
dren and grown-ups in this genu·
ine and friendly little tale which
young and old will enjoy and
which Will make EXCcl1ent pre­
Chtistmas reading.

Enter St. Nicholas
KERST! AND SAINT NICR~

OLAE. Writtetl a.ml illu.strated
Qy flHda. ·van 8tockum. 70
pages. New York.: The Viking
Press. $2.

Chti.stmas i:.s essentially a home
festival, so a book whiCh by
means of Its text and iUustratioDB

takes the reader $treight;: Into the
heart of a. hnusehold full of eager
children in bolida.ymood
Is always u welCoMe adcli·
Uon to the Chrl.5tmaB·

story shelf.
Hilda van Stockum.'g

story begins far en.Qugh
bacK. to show us Kersti as

a tlny baby - Kerst!, who
should hav~ bee.n a boy
ibut wbose six '01l;ier $!S­
tet'S consoled themselves
for their disappotntm.::nt,
when the stork failed to
bring the much desired
brother, by thinking of
bel" a.'3 a kind of live <loll

and shating the care of
her, wllich w~ a help to
their very bu.ey mother.
However, even six make-
believe mothers and one-

ents to the bad ch1ldren, .on the
theo-ry, advanced by Kersti, that
Ule presents might make them
so happy that they would be good.
aJI th~ rest of the year.

The sayings: and doings of Ker­
stl ring true and Mr bonesty and
self-reliant charm bring forgiviC­
ness as they would in real life.
Kersti herself (wpo hlUl heard the
Bible story) expla.ined, "I'm not
naughty at aU. I'm-I'm prog­
igal. Progigal people get presents
all the same. Only don't give me
a fatted calf, I'd rather have a
b(T\1Semade Q! WQkIes."

The many Cull-page pictures in
soft, lovely oolorn, the black-and·
white drawUigs. the high spl.ri.ts
with which Kersti's escapades at'£!

depicted, the cozy interi()r8, the
homely scenes, combined with the
childlike imagination With which

From 91' Jl{ua/rlluon "y Rachel FidJ for

"AU T1IrDuRh lilt' Night:'
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publillhed! before, although ooveral

o.f them suggest well-known lU1d

popular books. Thus in "Sud den
Mary and Christmas," we find Ii
new story about the Cnvorit.e
heroine in Emma Block's "Till Po­
tatoes Grow on Trees." The title
story in which Hildegarde Haw­
thorne tens us how Longfellow
surprised his family with a shin­
ing tr~ and how a littie Danish
boy thereby found a borne and a
motber to take the pl8ce of those
that he had lost, reminds us <If

Miss HawthGl'fle!a biography of
Longfellow, "The P~t of Craigie
House." Angela Thirke.U de­
scribes ChristmlUl in a Vidorian
nursery; Lois Lenski in "Day of
Work and No Che.el"," shows how
even the Puritans found it d:Jffi­
cult entl:rely to suppress the de-

sl re to cele brate tb.e
Chd.IrtmWl season; Marcel
Brun and Betty Bowen's
Iitory teUlJ of feudnl times
in France. Irene Smith's
"Mi.5ter Skip"ls ~ We of
santa Claus. Two modem

cnriDtmM Days are de­
sert.bed respoecUvely by
Mabel Robinson and Adele
de Leeuw, Harry RubicAm
supplies a 'Cowlx>y'a Cbr1Bt­
mas and Jean Thomas
tells of Chriatma.s in the
Kentucky mountains.

Varied in interest and
age appeal, this book will
please readers trom 10
years on. It can be read
with pleasure at any sea·
:son and wiU prove a use-

happiness 00 other people. A
book that is genuinely in. th.e
spirit of Christma.",

Babar Returns
BABAR AND FAPRER

OHRUJ7'MAE$, By Jean d,c
Brunh,off. Tranalated /TrJm th<'
F~k by Merle Ba48. Un­
paged.. :New York: RatUiom
Hou.se. ~3•

It ill very fitting that the tales
of one of the frien~liesl and
most lovable of the pictUM-book
animals should include a <-'brim.·
mas story. Strange to say, tha.t
happy Elephant country to whicb
Babal' returned after his >'Outhful
Paris experiences, .and where he
lived with Celeste Bn.d their cbn·
dren, had never celebrated Christ,
mas, and the joys of Christmas
trees and Christmas gifts were
qUite 'UlIknown there. When
Babar. however. hears of Father
Christmas, he promptly sew out
for the North Pole to bring him
back to Elephant land, How,
after a. difficult journey, he sue·
ceeds in finding Fa.Uler Christ­
mas and hiS well·ol'gani2ed my
factory, and persua.des him to fly
back in a bird-<irawn a.eroplane,
is set forth in the :story, whic.b
ends with a Christmas celebra­
tion, a lJgb~ tree and preaeDw.
and the departure ot Father
Christma.s for his northern hoOme.

Childlike. gently humorous and
convincing in ib! logical detail,
"Babat' and Father Christmas"
will take its place In childiab
hearts with Jean de Brunhoff's
other much-loved books.


