The New Books for Younger Readers |

From a Drawing by Hilda Van Steckum for “Pegeen.”



An Irish Heroine

PEGEEN. Wrilten and illusirated
by Hildo Van Btockum. 268 pp.
New York: The Viking Press,
%2,

To many of this author's read-
ers the Bantry Bay country is
already a familisr and favaor-
ite part of Ireland. This third
story returns to Glengariff and
the O'Sullivans, who will be re-
membered in “The Cottage at
Bantry Bay.” A new element
dawns upen their generous fam-
ily life when Pegeen arrives
to pay them a wisit. She and
Francie had become friends in the
preceding wvolume, *‘Francie on
the Run.” But the time has since
come for Pegeen to rely upon her
friends, her grandmother's death

. having left her alone. While Fa-
ther Kelly is arranging for her to
join her uncle in America the sad-
eyed little girl gratefully accepts
thia one last chance for fun.

Pegeen ig 2 memorable charac-
ter, a wild, warm-hearted, Imag-
inative little girl, one of the truly
Irish heraines in children's litera-
ture. Her escapades, repentances,
her good deeds and their fre-
quently bad results make a lively
record. Yet the geod outweighed,
for when Father Kelly came with
arrangemenisag for her “iourney
Francie's mother found she could
not spare this second daughter.
S0 Pegeen is to live in the Ban-
try Bay cottage with these people
whom she dearly loves,

This well-written, sensitive and
human story is in the suthor’s
best vein and her drawings are
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in excellent keeping. The two

preceding voumes are unnecessa-

ry to the understanding of this

present one. Girls 10 and over

will heartily accept this disturb-

ing and lovable new personality.
- L B
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