LETTER FROM OLGA EMILY BOISSEVAIN TO HER FATHER CHARLES BOISSEVAIN, 1895
Translated from the Dutch by Francesca van Hamel. Notes attached by John Tepper Marlin.
Letter 

 [Dear Father,] [Charles]
Aunt Fanny promised to teach me how to ride a horse. The only problem is that their horses may be too wild for a beginner. I’m not afraid, so I don’t mind if the horses are wild.

I wouldn’t mind breaking an arm or a leg because I would like so much to know if I can bear a lot of pain. The cousins ride very beautifully – Jole, and also Neville and Mervyn!

You can understand how wonderful it would be for me to learn to ride!

Meanwhile I go out often with grandfather [Emily’s father, Hercules Henry Graves MacDonnell] on a tricycle. It does not look nice, but grandfather likes it, so I go with him. 

You should tell the Den Tex family that the day before yesterday Miss Yeffers came to have breakfast with us. She was so cordial and nice and asked about everyone! She looks very well. She said I had changed a little bit. She remembered me as a girl who always had her hat on her back and her hair hanging down. It seems I made a big impression on my younger Irish cousins because they all say they remember me.  
Now it’s time for me to finish with worries. I did laugh a bit about your letter, because you put in a letter something you would be embarrassed to say to me in person.. Don’t fear, I won’t laugh at you in this letter! The funny thing is that I had a “broad smile” while reading your letter, so you should be happy to have given me a laugh.
Please ask Mies [probably her older sister Maria, aka Mary] to write to me. Tell her she should be angry with you because you are getting the letter I would otherwise have written to her. It may be four more days before I write to her! Ask Emilie to write to me now and then. Give my greetings to the whole family and believe me I am yours etc. etc.

Olga

P.S. I hear it goes much better with Mr. van Hall. I hope it will soon be all right.

 I am furious about the elections – The old fools!!

Note 1. On the Dating of the Letter
The date is given as 1895 based on context. Olga was born in 1875 and based on some sophisticated references (e.g., to elections) would have to be at least 20 at the time of the letter. She could not have been as old as 30 because she would have mentioned her husband or husband-to-be. She was married at 31, in 1906. The dates of death of anyone mentioned in the letter would also help narrow the possibilities.

Note 2. On Some People in the Letter and Their Relatives
Olga Emily Boissevain is visiting her Aunt Fanny Burd and Aunt Minnie in Sligo. It will help to know that Aunt Fanny is the wife of Hercules Henry MacDonnell, brother of Emily Heloise MacDonnell who married Charles Boissevain. Fannie Keogh Burd MacDonnell is therefore the sister-in-law of Emily Heloise MacDonnell Boissevain and is the aunt of Olga Boissevain, mother of Hilda van Stockum.

Hercules Henry MacDonnell, husband of Aunt Fanny, was born March 23, 1851 in Dublin, Ireland and died after 1897. His father was Hercules Henry Graves MacDonnell. His mother was Emily Ann Moylan. He married Fannie Keogh Burd, on June 1, 1878 in Disley, Cheshire, England. Hercules was educated at Dungannon School, Dr. Stacpoole's in Kingstown (Dun Laoghaire), and 1867-1875 at Trinity College, Dublin where he received the M.D. (1874) and Chir. M.(1875) degrees. In 1877 he was appointed surgeon to the Louth Infirmary and Medical Officer of H.M. Prison, Dundalk.

The children of Hercules Henry MacDonnell were:
Hercules Neville Francis, b. 29 May 1879, Dundalk, Ireland.
Mervyn Sorley, b. 24 July 1880, Sligo, Ireland. d. 22 March 1949, Bath, England.
Iole Hylla, b. 10 January 1884, Dundalk, Ireland. d. 2 September 1941, Stoke Wood, Stoke Poges, Bucks. England.

Fanny (aka Fannie) Burd MacDonnell, wife of Hercules, lived at Glen Lodge, Sligo, the James Cochrane family colony where the Charles Boissevains came during summer months to renew their ties with their Irish relatives. Fannie’s mother, Elizabeth Cochrane,one of the four children of James Cochrane, married John Burd.
The eldest of James Cochrane's daughters, Margaret (d. 1856), married Andrew Jameson (1812-1872) in 1852. He was of the distilling family and lived in The Walk House, Clackmannanshire, Scotland. He was an  amateur artist and collector of books (he was also a first cousin of Anna Fenwick (Annie) Jameson, the mother of Marchese Guglielmo Marconi, inventor of wireless telegraphy). They had four children: 
John Alloa Jameson (1853-1942), a noted big game hunter, 
Fanny Jameson Burd (1853-1913), 
Andrew Jameson (1855-1941) and 
James Sligo Jameson (1856-1888).

As well as running the distillery, Andrew Jr. became a banker and an MP. He went big-game hunting with Theodore Roosevelt in 1876. In 1878 he married Grace Elizabeth Burke (d. 1922). They had four children: Margaret Elizabeth (b. 1879) Jameson, who married Major Charles Judd in 1905, Grace Harriet Sara (1880-1953) Jameson, Andrew (1884-1885) Jameson, and Violet Isabella (1887-1960) Jameson.
Grace Harriet (“Harrie”) Sara Jameson Kirkwood, an amateur artist, was president of the Dublin Painters. In 1910 she married Major William Thomas (Billy) Kirkwood (1885-1972), OBE, of the 17th Bengal Lancers. He was an excellent linguist, and commanded an officer's training camp at Omsk in 1919. He later served as an intelligence officer in Japan, and was awarded the Order of the Rising Sun. He was a polo player of international standing, representing Ireland abroad in many tournaments. He continued to play until he was 70. They had no children.

Violet married Brian Dodwell Crichton (1887-1950), MD, in 1913. Their children were Brian Andrew (1914-1915), Sheila Margaret (b. 1916), Alexander Cochrane (b. 1918) and Brigid Ruth Patricia (b. 1929).

Sheila was a potter. She married Capt. Colin O'Hara of the Colonial Police in 1940. Their children were Brigid (b. 1941), a sister at Guy's Hospital, Robin James (b. 1944), a journalist, and Ruth Henrietta (b. 1955).

Alexander served as a major in the Irish guards in World War II and then as a director of the Irish Distillers Group. He married Joan Helen Brachi in 1941. Their children were Mary Joan (b. 1942), Tania Frances (b. 1944), Barbara Isobel (b. 1949) and Catherine Margaret (b. 1954). Tania married John Cooke in 1970. They had two children: Olga Helen Charlotte (b. 1972) and Arthur Alexander (b. 1975). Barbara married Patrick Rolleston in 1971 and had a daughter Sarah Howard Joan (b. 1973).

Andrew Jr. remarried in 1924, to Ruth Hart. There were no children.

James Sligo Jameson was a famous naturalist and African explorer. He married Ethel Durand in 1885. Their children were Ethel Gladys (d. 1933), who married Mervyn MacDonnell, producing four daughters, and Algernon (d. 1965), who was born after his father's death in 1888. Algernon married Millicent Pickersgill. There were no children.
Source: This information is from Christopher Oakley, who obtained it from Burke's Irish Family Records. In addition, there is an entry for Andrew Jameson, jr. in Modern Irish Lives, by Louis Redmond (1996), for James Sligo Jameson in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography and one for Billy Kirkwood in A Dictionary of Irish Biography (ed. by Henry Boylan, Gill and MacMillan, 1998).
